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UNSAFE CONFIDANTS (Milinda Panha, IV.16)
NINE beings are unstable, fickle, mean:
The lustful, angry, easily beguiled.
The coward, too, and he who seeks for gain,
Women and eunuchs, the drunkard and the child :
For what is told to them in secrecy
The public comes to know immediately !
NOTE
This poem is chiefly of interest as helping us to realize Gautama's view of women. That this low estimate of women was really his seems clear from two other passages :
1.  Anguttara Nikaya, IV.3:
* Why is it, Reverend One, that women never sit in public assemblies, nor do business, nor go to far countries on public affairs ?_'
1 Women, 0 Ananda, are irritable, and envious, miserly and foolish. For these reasons they do not sit in public assemblies, nor do business, nor go on embassies.'
2.  Chulla Vagga, X.16:
' As when a blight of mildew falls on the ripe crop of rice. 0 Ananda, that crop is doomed: so in whatever religion and doctrine women are allowed to leave homo for the homeless state, that religion will come to a speedy end.'